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Set 


a man 


some aes ‘was, | ble me 7 : 
Giana Gat io yaks eapictax’ ‘invariably. : 


ion, 
aevea felt because the Republican 


Party of this: Btate did not,: so far as 4 


heard “from, ~ entirely ¢ share in’ the. 
opinion’ of “his ‘friends that © ‘he 
would make’ 6 fitting representative of 


the State of New-York in the Cabinet of. 
‘President Havzs. He was prominently 
‘mentioned as @ candidate for the “position 


Ot Superintendent of Public Works, and 


‘there was a decided feéling of rdlief when’ 


he .was not appointed. As Quarantine 
Commissioner, his peculiar political moth- 
ods ‘will not seriously interfere with 
his discharge of. public’ business, ‘and 
as 8 resident of).this, City engaged in 
large. and presumably promising enter- 
prises, he will have s chance to grow upto 
the standard of public utility which may 
entitle him to some more important ' posi- 
tion. The. other appointees are, so far 
as we know, men thoroughly well fitted to 
discharge the duties to which the Governor 
has assigned them. - 
ee) 

The Commissioners of Accounts do not 
conceive it to be their chief function to pre- 
sent, in a shape intelligible to the ordinary 
reader, the most essential details regarding 
the operations of ‘the: City Treasury, ‘but 
they graciously intimate that in their noxt 
quarterly report. they will give all ‘the in- 
formation which. canbe desired in regard 
to ‘the revenues and expenditures of the 
pastyear. . They even hint ‘that they will 
be more explicit than THz Times has recom- 
mended them to be, which may possibly be 
accepted &s an indication of their intention 
to make such recommendations, .** particu- 
larly with reference to salaries.and daties ”’ 
of City employes, as the law has long called 
for in vain. .The Commissioners are good 
enough to furnish some data in -explana- 
tion of the large ‘appropriation for judg- 
ments in 1880, and the gradual disappear- 
ance of the general. fund’as an element. in 
the reduction of taxation is accounted for 
by the operation of the law of. 1878, which 
tarns surplus révenues previously used to 
reduce taxation into the sinking fund for 
the redemption of the City debt... We trust 
that among the details which ‘have. not 
eecurred” to us, but which ‘will, neverthe- 
less, be furnished by the Commissioners of 
Accounts, will ‘be some details as to the 
working of this much-vaunted law of 1878, 
bothas regards the. productiveness of the 
assessment fund and the’ security furnished 
by the sinking fund for the redemption of 
the bonded debt, 

—_—_—_—_—_————— ’ 

MR. ADAMS AND HIS COMMISSION. 

When dealing with certain aspeets of the 
railroad question; Mr. Onarius Faanots 
Apams, J¥., is perhaps as greatan expert as 
Mr: Fixx is known to bein regard to others. 
The trouble with both is that their sympa- 
thies. aro more with the companies than 
with the public, and that their reasoning . 
does not touch parts of the question which 
are rapidly acquiring commanding impor- 
tance... As an- auxiliary inthe work of le- 
gislation Mr, Fink would be the more valu- 
able. He is nothing if not practical, and 
if he were halfas much in earnest in his 
endeavors to fasilitate remedial legislation 
as he is to protect the companies from 
an interference that might be troublesome, 
the course of men like Mr, Ragan 
would be rendered’ comparatively smooth. 


Mr. Fixx serves faithfully the power that 


has retained him, and the House Commit- 
tee on Commerce gains little from his ex- 
perience. Itis puzzled rather than helped 
by his ‘statements, The position of; Mr. 
Apams is in essential particulars different. 
But he can hardly be considered « -conclu- 
sive witness where the issue to be doter- 
mined involves the relative authority of the 
nation end the railroads. <Indireotly, he is 
subject to the infldence of the latter. . And 
the brief report of his argument before the 
House committee will certainly not tend to 
efface the impression which associates him 
more or less closely with the pretensions of 
capital as against the requirements of the 
le, . 


peop: 
Onite' merits, Mr. +ApAus’s atgument is 
open to the objection that it applies to the 


larger necessities of the nation the condi- 
‘tions that are justified by the limited expe-: 


thence of Massachusetts. All that he alleges 


ubt literally trae, There, Senibiiad! 
n operates admirably. “It bene- 


‘fits the public without injuring’ the rail- 


tly, and with pub- 


roads, “Tt watches y: 
its Jer ie makes itself . 


happened that the officers appointed to 


watch the railroad managers have become | ox 
‘their apologists af not their allies. The | 


‘same result would slmost inevitably follow. 


the acceptance of Mr. -ADAMs’s nostram, in 
Hien! of tho rigorous legislation which ‘he 
-depreeates. The commission would not 
command public confidence, and in all Lacie 
ability would not. deserve it...” 

‘Mr. ADAMS ‘places much ‘reliance on the 
efficacy of public opinion as a means of 
enabling the commission to restrain and in 
acertain sense to guide the railroad com- 
panies, Because it is all-sufficiont.in Mas- 
gachusetts, he infers that it would be 
equally irresistible all over the country, 
The premise is too narrow. for the conclu- 


sion, As a matter of fact, we kpow that. 


public opinion is impotent when it stands 


in the way of what great corporations sup- 


pose tobe their interests.- Public opinjon 
was of no moment to the perpetrators of 
Eri¢é’s rascalities. It was. not public opin- 
ion but the Thurman law which brought 
the Union and Central Pacific Companies to 
a ‘recognition of their obligations to the 


Goyernmént., Exactly how public opinion - 


has asserted its influence in ,Massa- 
chusetts, Mr. AnaMs does not ‘explain. 
We know, however, that in other States 
public opinion has never prevented the 
creation. of fictitious’ capital, has. never 
stopped arrangements of the most’ flagrant 
character, has never been acknowledged 
by the managers of powerful. corporations 
as an arbiter whose dictates they should re- 
spect. . They have, on the contrary, defied 
it with impunity, . Indeed, we: have but to 
glance at the'attitade of the companies in 
this State in regard to ‘discriminations and 
other abusés of which public opinion loudly 
complains, to perceive. the folly. of relying 
on anything less» than positive -law.., A 
commission will have its uses as a supple- 
ment. to.a well-considered and : stringent 
enactment; but to accept it as a substitute 
for law would be to leave the ‘railroad com- 
panies absolute masters of the situation. 


THE END OF A CONSPIRACY. 


The Maine conspiracy has been baffled in 
all its parts. The final dictum of the Su- 
preme Court not only covers the points here- 
tofore raised by those who have appealed to 
it, but it. expressly declares that the body 
which claimed to have) elected. Smrrn -as 
Governor is not a Legislature, and that the 
only Legislature in the State is that of 
which Jostrx A, Looks and Gora E, 
Weeks are the presiding officers. It is to, 
be hoped that those tender-footed Demo- 
crate, in‘and ont of, Maine, who have been 
so solicitous that the majesty of the law 
shall beupheld ‘at any and every expense 
will. now possess their souls in peace. The 
highest judicial tribunal in the State has 
formally declared -which of ‘two bodies 
claiming to exercise Legislative powers is 
the rightful Legislature. It should not be 
forgotten that the expedient of submitting 
the questions involving the legality of Gar- 
CELON’s proceedings originated » with the 
Hon. . Lor -M. Morgmt. “Undoubtedly, 
there has been bad management, politically 
speaking, on both sides of this long contest ; 
but,-so far as the public knows, the credit 
of suggesting the solution of the difficulty, 
which has issued. in a triumph for the peo- 
ple, belongs to the eminent gentleman 
above named. There was every reason to 
believe that that respect for judicial author- 
ity which strongly characterizes the people 


of New-England would not be appealed to” 


in vain in behalf of the rightful Govern- 
ment of the State. . The result has justified 
this expectation. , 

Never was a refuge of lies so cleanly 
swept away by a jndicial opinion as this 
constrneted by the Democratic conspirators, 
who have sought to accomplish in Maine the 
same species of crime which they attempted 
to commit in‘ Oregon. when the nefarious 
Grover-Cronin plot was set on foot at the 
instance of 8...J. TruDen’s ‘managers in 


| New-York, » GaRoxLon propounded certain 
questions to the. court, under date of Jan, ' 


3., The answeérs, to those questions amply 
justified the claims of the members of the 
Legislature; who appeared,+ on the »face 


“of the returns, to have been elected. It 


was evident that Garcttow hed purposely 
‘procrastinated the submission of the queries 
to the court. The object was to gain 
time; ‘and; when’: ‘the - - answer came 
from the court and brashed sway the 
tissue of falsehood and sophistry ' gory 


pe ccisncibanle vieagesi sual. olan 
' Laer 


lie this whole contest ; the voice of the peo- 


“ple, conatitutionally-exp ‘and aseer- 


tained, cannot be stifled because the errors | folly of 
of a féw executive officers have-made de- } apar 
partures from ordimary forms. This doc- |'a pi 
eases heehgaac vir dene aati 


trine was enunciated in the opinion of the. 
court given in answer to GAROELON’s ques-— 


tions. , It was' reiterated when the Republi-. 


can Legislature asked for an, opinion” as to 
its legal existence, and this fundamental 
principle reappears in: the latest dictum of 
the court, in reply:to the application of the 
so-called Smith Legislature... The: Garcelon 
conspirators’ not only sought to stifle the 
voice of the people by assuming a function 
which did not belong to them,. but, by.in- 
terposing «frivolous. technical objections, 
to prevent the accomplishment of. what 
the people had declared should be done. . It 
should never be forgotten that the Demo- 
erates of Maine deliberately sought'to defeat 
the will of the peaple, constitntionally ex- 
pressed and ascertained at the ballot-box. 
History will record that this attempt ‘was 
persisted in in the fave of repeated warn- 
ings from the highest judicial tribunal. in 
the State, and even Pause te the. specious pre- 
text that they wefe only intent on observing 
the letter of the law had been brushed aside: 
by high authority. Looking back now at 
the disingenuous pleadings. of GarozLon, 
addressed to the people of the United States, 
it seems incredible that he or his: fellow- 
conspirators could have believed that snch 
a structure of fraud could endure. © That it 
has disappeared is another evidences of. the 
strength ofa government of the people: by 
the people. 


ft 
IRISH DISTRESS AND: IRISH : FOLLY. 


There can’be no doubt as to the existence 
of dire'distress among the people in certain 
districts of Ireland.. -Thousands’ are face to 
face with privation and misery, many are on 
the very verge of starvation, and may go over 
unless timely relief reaches them. The sp- 
peals that come from Dublin are uttered by 
those who have no interest in exaggerating 
the tale.of wretchedness and suffering, 
und yet there has been an unusual lack of 
promptnessand generosity in responding ,es- 
pecially in Englandand this country. There. 
isan apparent want of synipathy and of 
readiness to.contribute, which is- not. Ghar- 
acteristic either of the English or the. Amer- 
icans. x For this the Irish people have only 
themselves to blame and the’ misguiding 
leaders.in whom they have so «blindly and 
foolishly put their trust. ... The ‘misdirected 
agitation which Mr. ParwaL. and his ooad- 
jutors have raised over the land question 
has had the effect-of alienating the sympa- 
thies of people whose sense of justice has 
been shocked, and in England it has to. a 
large extent converted. thent into antipa-. 
thies.. The ‘appeals for relief from actual. 
distress are not easily dissociated from the 
demands by which they were. preceded and 
the displays of violence that aécompanied 
these, and it isnot quite certain how far 
the one can be met without encouragement 
to the other.. Mr. Parnent’s visit to this 


country on his proclaimed and avowed mis-. 


sion has been a positive injary to his suffer- 
ing countrymen, and in this respect it is 
but a continuation of his ill-starred work at 
home. Tho Irish people are suffering not 
only from the stress of inevitable. poverty, 
"but from’ the consequences of their own 
folly. 

Tn saying this we are far from assuming 
that they have no grievance aside froma 
partial failure of their crops. They have in 
many. been improvident in seasons of 
comparative plenty, and have not made that 
provision for a time of scarcity which they 
might have made, even with: the untayor-, 
able conditions with which they are beset. 
At the'same time, there are evils of legisla- 
tion which tend to the encouragement. of 
improvidence, and which make them liable. 
to’ Hardships that would . not; come in a 
natural course of things. The, laws: of 
primogeniture and entail, the complicated 
settlements in which real estate may be en~ 


tangled, and the diffioulty mndienpenie. with 


‘are beset svecrhuiatnane: ‘United ‘King: 
dom, are evils of which the people have » | prox 
lence ee ee “unre 


= alm ees rich and eit 


‘and ‘the measnres which should be taken to 
‘prevent, so. far as possible, its recurrence, 


and when we conie to that question we need: 


have no sympathy with. Mr. Parxet or the 
‘people who have been so ready to follow his | 
counsels, . ; 


| sinonemareeesisieminntmeman 
f THE FALL OF SAN MARINO. 


In the last number of Harper's Magazine 
theré is an account of the Republic of San 
Marino, the writer of whith warmly praises 





the Government for its refusal to permit the. 


stablishment ofa gambling-house in its 


territory. Monaco, as ‘every one knows,: 


yielded 'to the tempting offers of M. Buawo, 
and the gambling-house opened by that en- 
terprising person, after the. closing of the |. 


gambling-houses in Germany, has made the . 


little Pringipslity one of the most popular |} 
pleasure-resorts in Rurope. It was pleasing 
to be told that the republican virtze of San 
‘Marino could not be corrupted, as lias been 
the princely virtue of: Monaco; but, unfor- 
‘tunately, San Marino has just changed its 
official mind, and the Goverament™ has an- 
nounced that. it bas .authorized the sarly 

opening of a gamb!ing establishment that is 
to surpass in splendor the establishment at 

Monaco. 

The reason for this decision is ostensibly 
‘the necessity of raising money to pay the 
interest on the national debt. San Marino 
has a national debt that-is ‘said to amount 
tm round numbers to séven hundred dollars. 
When'e nation of the'size of France, for 
éxample, owes & large sum of money and 
fails to pay its interest, its creditors cannot: 
help themselves. Franc conld not be. sold 
at Sheriff's sale, and its population could 
not be imprisoned for debt: » But so small a 
‘State as San Marino eannot safely neglect 
to meet its debts. In the present instance, 
it is understood that the creditor of the Re- 
public is a selfish and determined person 
who insists upon his rights. He thréatens 
that if San: Marino suffers the interest on her 
debt to remain in default and unpaid for 
thirty days. he will-foreclose and sell the 
whole Republic at auction, Now, it would 
be very unpleasant for a Republic to be 
openly sold to the highest bidder.; The 
purchaser might turn it into a sheep pas- 
ture, or build a roof overit and convert if 
into a wood-shed, or in other ways humiliate 
its pride and put an‘end to. itd national. ex- 
istence. To pay the interest on the debt is 
an absolute necessity, and consequently the 
necessary money must be raised. 

‘How to ineresse the revenue'is a question 
that has occupied the unremitting attention 
of the best financial minds ‘of the nation: 
The people strongly object to any increase 
of taxation, The Legislature might at- 
tempt to impose fresh) taxes, but-in order 
to collect: them it .would have to hire a 
dozen Italian soldiers, who would éost more. 
than the.amount of the taxes collected. 
Were. the: two) Consuls”* fo. be. provided 
with hand-organs and. monkeys at national 
expense, they could Visit the capitals of 
Europe aud collect: enough money to meet 


the interest ; but republican pride opposes. 


this expedient, and, moreover, it has been 
decided by. the Supreme Court that the 
purchase of national monkeys would be un- 
constitutional. - If the Republic had- an 
uncle or a grandfather, or something of the 
kind, who could be trasted to leave it a 
hot wl in his‘ will, all might yet 

> Duty, unfortunately, there is no 
nok, Diasion: Of course, it would be quite 
possible to sliovel San Marino into carts 
and remove it to some othér locality, but 
this would cost money,” “and, ‘besides, the 
lien of the tor upon the soil and houses 
‘of Sdu ‘Marino would still hold good. 


‘the necessity of raising money, has ac- 


cepted an offer from a joint-stock gambling : 


Post: Office. Departm 


“with wool soaked ta: milk, Then t 
pth exaesagy Aas was ntifally fur. 
Ind 

these circumstances; San Marino, urged by | 


"ies ier pea ona Consuls, wearing 


owith foreign visitors. ‘The entire -populs- & 
-} tion will live on the rent paid by: the gam- 


$ | fashionable clothes, will ape the airs of | 


‘monarchs. Italy ought to’ inter- | 


‘ferein ‘the matter and buy San Marino with- 
out-delay, but Italy will probably reflect 
thatiag.no one.can reach the Republic ex: 
cept through Italian territory, the Italian 
railwaysand hotels will profit by the sins of 
Sam Marino without incurring the guilt 


thereof. 
eee 
This: a suspicions cireumstance that. the: 
advocates of the proposition to give the Post 
Office Department unlimited power to ex- 
tend the “star” service were not willing to 
trust. their bill to the Honse in Committee 
of the Whole the other day. As the bill de- 
elaring all Lame a reel tee ee 
and antho 
put mail service pe ar i teow. force oe 
additional diture of money, it was lia- 
ble to be carried into the Committee of thet 
Basra Seeing this, the. friends of the 
withdrew it. eat en ‘the: “7 
again, :- prowabt forward their bill,,amend 
by the omission of the clause giving this 
broad lieense:'to ‘the Post Office De 
mn But the yote on the p ary 
rogress of the amended bill is not en- 
onraging t to the friends of bp aa FA fs} a 
=e + in to curt 79 oe ent suidey 
a — the .. sys 
hich lately te increased the 
‘expenses ae the postal service. . This 
may be’ explained. by the fact” that 
Congressmen ow that: they *may ‘pro- 
cure from aceommodating officers the 
ent extensions of mail 
service, not demanded by the ange 
would. not. be: countesanced 
Like the River and Harbor gs ation 
bill, the ‘‘star” service furnishes an omni- 
bus "for the safe carriage of numerous jobs 
of individual Congressmen. It is time that 
Congress set an impassable limit to this 
partioular species of expenditure. 


The present year is to be celebrated in Russia 
as completing the first 25 years of the Ozar’s reign, 
and the industrial exhibition which is te be held at 
Moscow in the coming May will doubtless be as 


“popular with the Russians as even that of 1972. 


Bat such an anniversary brings with it an. ominous 
suggestion of the grim old proverb, ‘' Evil awaits 


‘the Ozar of 25 years,” whieh Russian history has so 


strangely ‘verified. Ivan the Terrible's firss 25 
years were brilliantly successful, but after 1556 
came the loss of all his Western conquests, the sne- 
cessive deaths of three wives, the murder of his son 
and heir, andthe fastening of a frightful disease 
upon himself, .Petum the Great’s Turkish re- 
verses, and the deplorable death of his son ALEXIS, 
came after the twenty-fifth year of his reign. The 
twenty-aixth of ALEXANDER L.'s ravaged St. Peters- 
‘burg with a fearfal inundation, while a.formidable 
plot against himself and his own death came'a year 
later. In the twenty-sixth year of NicHoLas began 
the intrigues which led to the Orimean war; and 
the present Ozar, now just about to pass the perilons. 
Vimit, sees his wife dying by Inches, his throne 


undermined by rebeliion, and a foreign war looming 


on the horizon. 


The coming February will. be an odd. month 
in several respects.\ It: will have im the first place 
an od4 namber of days, owing to its leap-year dis- 
tinction; It will have an odd number of Sundays 
five—.whieh is very odd for the. shortest month of 
the year—and one of the Sundays will be Wasz- 
Inqron’s birthday. . It. will begin on Sunday and 
end on Sunday, whieh is also odd. The five Sundays 
correspond in date. with the five’ Sundays in the fol- 
lowing August, which is odd again. It. is said that 
no one now living. will ever "see another 
February, 80 odd; ner ‘will. their 
nor their children’s childran—sufficient in : itself to 
make the month interesting. Many old superstitions 
are associated with the month, which originally had 
29 days among the Romans in.sn ordinary year. 
When the Roman Senate, Lowever, decreed that the 
eighth mouth shouldbe named after the Emperor: 
AveusTus,: one daywas taken, from prvarers 
and bestowed on August, giving it S21 days, in 
order that it might ,not 
called ‘after Junius Omsan. Fabruary was. the. 
month of purification, from februum, during whieh 
the Laperealia, or Februalia, were celebrated, the 


‘festival beginning the 15th and celebrated annually 


Lapereulus, of Februus, wa the god of fertility, 


gc canon antcoads dome topes 3 had 
Soskanediek tneel Wee The ninet 
wasthat the Judge below had * eeved tar : 
or sitting with his eyes closed ” during the" 
The appellate tribunal soon pointed out 


new trial, In the first diseased ad! 

the appellant, who was versonally present 
trial, wasdnable to determine whether | "he 
waa really asleep or only had his eyes closed, haw 
are we to determine?” Moreover, if the ; 


had reason to suppose the Judge was tudalaing iu 


a gentle doze, he should have suspended his réading py 
or awakened the Judge.” Then, ‘again, much of pe 
evidenee was immaterial and irrelevant, and | 


~the 21 exeeptions the decision was sedan tas hee 

‘band, who. wis: thus Jeprived of the privilege of 

having another legal encounter with his wite, ees 
On 


Trying to ‘make dismonds will bo—at leas ; 
until they have been made—am interesting sudjeci 
to the majority of men. The iste efloatat hae | 
Macrear, of. Glasgow, to produce diamonds. ‘arth 
ficially is by no means the first that nas bed 
The éarliest experiments of any importance e 
cent, however—euly 52 years sines. Latous an 


brated diamond firm in Paris, pronounced then 
genuine; wherenpon followed the great aiamoné. 
panic (1828,) which affected the whole commercial 


platinum wire to the negative pole, sad | 

plunge both poles into acidulated water, . ah 
months the negaiive pole was covered with A, black 
coating, which wassent to GAUDIN (Mago ANTOINE) 
to be tested on hard stones. writ with Ma 


diamond alone will do this, GavDIN did not” 
to déclaré the particles diamond-dust, ee k 
pion raeiie, Sietiak st: Se) Han 


that these may be obtained hy catting the cr; tals 
differently from what they sre now eu. far in 
covery would not be much more remark 


prodigious peer 
Soon ela i a 
questionably resalt. Thevaive of all the-diamonds 


be ‘uferior to July, } 


hose soumeploto macibone ware: dogs sal gta. | 


After the offering, two. youths, patricians, were cou- 


' €ucted to the altar, when one of the priests touched 
Anotr forebieads with « xwont dipped in the. Blood. of 


the victims, and another priest washed of the stain 
priests. sat 
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